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Warsaw, 3 June 2006

Press Release

What ‘state’ are we in: Women’s lives, changing states, expanding markets.

Warsaw, 03.06.2006: Linking changing states, changing markets and women’s agency was one of the main achievements of the successful WIDE Annual Conference, which was hosted by KARAT Coalition from 1-3 June in Warsaw, Poland. 

For the first time of its 21 years’ of history the WIDE Annual Conference took place in Central and Eastern Europe. The close co-operation with KARAT Coalition and Southern partners resulted in a very intensive interaction and fruitful networking among women from the East, West and South.

Around 100 women exchanged their views and expectations vis-à-vis states and markets. They explored the interlinkages among the different social, cultural and economic facets of their lives in both the productive and the care work in today’s rapidly changing and interconnected world, while linking those to trade and development issues.  

By referring to their various experiences it became clear that even so they are facing the challenges of neoliberalism , they have the strength to counter it and write their own ”her” story. While searching for alternatives, there is a need to look at their history and try to project the positive experiences into the future.  

 “Restating that there is a common ground from which to start from and acknowledging our communalities while recognizing our diversity was a very inspiring and empowering exercise”, stated Benedicte Allaert, Belgium. Or as Bernedette Muthien, South Africa put it: “Probably many Polish women realized here that they have more in common with women in Africa than with Polish men.” 

All participants agreed that the trialogue between the South East and West, which was started with this conference, is a milestone in the development of both KARAT Coalition and WIDE and should be carried further. Moreover, the cooperation with European women not part of the EU should be further strengthened. Genoveva Tisheva, Bulgaria, summed up the meeting: “The conference was a turning point for the development of WIDE. We now need to continue to think about alternatives and how we position ourselves in the state and the market; moreover, we need to find sustainable and influential alliances.” 

On an important local issue, the participants of this conference coming from East, West and South, are extremely concerned about the recent development of the political situation in Poland. The consistent undermining of human rights of civil society is putting in jeopardy the principles of democracy. We strongly support the struggle of groups working for gender equality, minority rights, including gay and lesbian rights and economic and social justice. 

For further information please contact: 

KARAT Coalition (Gender Equality), 

ul. Karmelicka 16/13, 00-163 Warsaw, tel: (48 22) 636 83 07; Secretariat@karat.org.pl, www.karat.org

WIDE (Women in Development Europe) – Globalising Gender Equality and Social Justice,

Rue de la Science, 10, 1000 Brussels, Belgium, tel : (32 2) 645 90 71 ; www.wide-network.org

The following organizations and individuals from 36 countries from around the world participated in the Conference and signed a statement:

Horizont 3000, Austria
Sudwind Niederosterreich, Austria     
WIDE, Austria
IGT Latin America, Argentina
Groupe de Recherche sur les Acteurs Internationaux et leurs Discours, Belgium
WIDE, Belgium
Agency for Social Analyses (ASA), Bulgaria  
Bulgarian Gender Research Foundation, Bulgaria
Gender Education, Research and Technologies, Bulgaria 


Women’s Alliance for Develpoment, Bulgaria
B.a.B.e., Be active Be emancipated, Women’s Human Rights Group, Croatia
CEE Bankwatch Network – Stana Smahova, Czech Republic
Gender Studies, Czech Republic
Prague Global Policy Institute-Glopolis, Czech Republic
Mediterranean Institute of Gender Studies (M.I.G.S), Cyprus
KULU, Denmark
Unit of Gender Studies, University of Tartu, Estonia
FinnWID-Finnish Women in Development, Finland
French Coordination for the European Women’s Lobby-CLEF, France
Association “Education and Prosperity”, Georgia
Center for Women and Development, Georgia
Gender for Social-Economic Development, Georgia
APRODEV, Germany
Department Head International Politics, Germany
Independent Consultant, Germany
NRO-FrauenForum, Germany
WOMNET, Germany
Agriculture University of Athens, Greece
Chetna (Centre for Health Education, Training and Nutrition Awareness), India
Filipino Women’s Council, Italy
WIDE, Italy
Centre for the Study of Adolescence, Kenya
Coalition for Gender Equality of Latvia, Latvia
Moteane Quashie & Associates, Lesotho


Isis Manila, Malaysia


Association for Women’s Rights in Development (AWID), Mexico
Independent Researcher, Netherlands
Mama Cash, Netherlands
Platform Women & International Development/ICCO, Netherlands
Association of Persons Harmed by „Biedronka market”, Poland
Cooperation Fund, Poland
Feminist Think Tank, Poland
Federation for Women and Family Planning, Poland
Feminoteka, Poland 
Independent Consultant, Poland
Instytut Filozofii i Socjologii, Poland

Jagiellonian University, Institute of Economics and Management, Poland

KARAT, Poland
MANZANA-Foundation of Psychological Skills Development, Poland

NEWW, Poland
Rutgers University, Poland

Women’s Association for Gender Equality-Beijing 95’, Poland
YouAct, European Youth Network on Sexual & Reproductive Rights, Poland
Org AUR-National Organization of Human Resources Specialists, Romania

Association of Women Journalists, Russia

Institute for Social Development Studies, HSE, Russia

Asociacion de Mujeres por la Dignidad y la Vida, LAS DIGNAS, San Salvador

Women’s Center for Democracy and Human Rights, Serbia

Association for Women’s Initiatives, Serbia

Alliance of Women in Slovakia, Slovakia

Stability Pact Gender Task Force, Slovenia

Engender, South Africa

IPAD NGO Spanish Platform, Spain

Unidad de Igualdad de Genero, Spain

WIDE, Spain
Gender and Development Network (GADNET), Sweden

The Berne Declaration/WIDE, Switzerland 

Tanzania Media Women’s Association -TAMWA, Tanzania

Eldis, IDS, UK

International Institute for Environment & Development (IED), UK

One World Action, UK

Oxfam GB, UK

Queen’s University Belfast, UK

UK Gender & Development Network (GADN), UK

WIDE, (UK)
WOMANKIND Worldwide, UK

NGO “Women’s Prospects”, Ukraine

